
How to Choose your College Major




Yes, it may be hard to decide what you want to do for the rest of your life.  But, don't think of it that way when choosing a
major.  Most people go on to work careers that are completely different than their major, and that's totally fine. Just
remember to pick something that interests you.  In fact, pick out a few majors you might be interested in and attend
information sessions on those majors to better understand the major and what it requires.  If your stuck, maybe pick out
majors you are not interested in and cross them off, to help narrow down the list.




The purpose of earning a college degree has a lot to do with giving yourself a good jump start when it comes to pursuing
a specific career path following graduation.  This is the goal of around ninety percent of all college students. Before you
sign up for courses, it is necessary to sit down and figure out what degree you are going to pursue.  Here are some tips
that should make it easier for you to determine which college major and degree to pursue in order to further your career
goals.



Choose your Career


In order to determine which college major you need to pursue, the first step you should take actually involves working
backward, by determining which career path you intend to follow post graduation.  Consider many factors, including the
projected job market, the rate of salary increments, and opportunities for long term, and even what types of skills are
required. Once you have chosen your career path, you are on the right track to finding your college major.



Consider a Double Major or Major/Minor Combination


Double majors are not really that much better than single majors, at least as far as employers are concerned. But, double
majors can be chosen primarily for intellectual and academic purposes. 

It typically only requires you to take an extra semester or two to take on a second major or an additional minor, but it is
up to you whether this is actually worth the time and effort involved or not.



Choose a College Major to Meet your Career Goals


Many colleges offer different degree programs to help you meet all of the requirements needed for your specific career
goal. The course load is often quite different with each degree program.

Carefully read through the details for each program before you sign up, to make sure that you find the right college major
for your career goals.



Check out the Programs Faculty


Talk with faculty, and/or check out ratings of professors online and see which departments have a stronger faculty and
what your school has to offer.  Of course, you could always get the opinions of fellow peer students who are current
majors.



Talk with Advisors


Advisors can help provide information and help you find a career you may be interested in.



Browse Job Listings


Another idea is to check out job postings.  Not to really look for a job, but to check out the job requirements and
qualifications of those jobs that may fit you.




Choosing your degree program has everything to do with going down the right career path later in life, so make sure that
you are pursuing the right degree program, before you end up on a road leading away from your career of choice. Once
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you know what you want to do with your life, choosing the right degree program should be easy. 
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